
 

Topsham Allotment and Gardens Society - Health and 

Safety Policy  

Background & Obligations  

Under civil law anyone involved in allotment management has a common duty of care to 

ensure that their allotment sites are run in as safe and appropriate manner as possible. This 

duty of care is extended towards all people accessing the allotment site and its boundaries, 

including allotment holders, members of the public, bona fide visitors and volunteers. It is not 

possible under English Law to exclude liability, for example, by way of a notice.  

There are also environmental laws to be observed, these relate mainly to the requirements 

of the Environment Protection Act 1990 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and 

include the control of; invasive plants, waste materials and pollutants.   

Allotment holders are bound by Exeter City Council Allotment Gardens rules and conditions 

and these include a number of rules relating to health and safety and environmental 

protection, see reference below for a link to these rules  

Coverage   

The Health and Safety Policy addresses the health and safety risks associated with the 

following activities of the Society: 

Allotment Management  

• To assist and liaise with Exeter City Council in the letting of allotment plots and 

advising on any necessary termination of any leases where necessary.  

• To manage and assist allotment plot holders in the application and observance of the 

rules regarding allotments as laid down by Exeter City Council.  

• To advise allotment members on suitable precautions to prevent theft and damage to 

their allotment holdings.  

Trading Hut 

• To arrange for the provision of trading facilities, so that all members can obtain 

horticultural products at competitive prices.  

Social Activities  

• To organise social events, outings and lectures for the benefit and assistance of 

members and the local community.  

 

Annual Show 

• To organise an annual show of vegetables, flowers and produce, with entries 

encouraged from members and the local community  

 

Projects  

• Projects of benefit to members, allotment plot holders and the wider community. 

 

Equipment 

• Hand mowers for loan to plot holder for use on paths 

• Trailer for use for collecting manure 



 

Responsibilities  

The Committee is responsible for: 

• maintaining the health & safety policy,  

• receiving the outcome of the annual risk assessment  

• formulating a plan of remedial action in relation to the risks identified 

• monitoring the incident log. 

The Site Managers are responsible for assisting Exeter City Council in the application of 

and observance of the rules regarding allotments. As noted below, allotment holders are 

responsible for their own safety the safety of anyone who accompanies them onto the site 

and the safety of anyone who uses the paths around their plots. The site managers will 

promote good practice in terms health and safety risks by: 

• Issuing a welcome pack containing health and safety advice to all new plot holders 

• Carrying out 6 monthly plot inspections  

The Trading Hut Secretary and the Trading Hut Volunteers Coordinator are jointly 

responsible for ensuring that hazards and hence risks within the Trading Hut are minimised 

and that all those who help in the trading hut are adequately briefed on health & safely 

matters.  

It should be noted that members who use the Trading Hut are responsible for lifting, carrying 

and otherwise transporting heavy trading hut purchases safely. 

The Show Secretary is responsible for ensuring that hazards and hence risks related to the 

Annual Show are minimised and that all those who help with the Annual Show are 

adequately briefed on health & safely matters. 

The Social Secretaries are responsible for ensuring that hazards and hence risks related to 

social activities are minimised.  

Allotment holders have a duty of care and are responsible for their own health and safety 

and for the safety of others whilst on the allotment sites.  

In particular allotment holders are responsible for:  

• The safety and security of their plot(s) including any sheds, tools and equipment thereon.  

• Driving safely on site (no more than 5 MPH).  

• Keeping fires under control. 

• Keeping the paths bordering their plots free of any hazards for access.  

• Reporting any hazards, accidents or dangerous incidents or near misses to a committee 

member as soon as possible.  

• Ensuring all children brought to the site are closely supervised and being responsible for 

their safety at all times.  

 

Health & Safety Policy  

TAGS has implemented and maintained the following in support of this policy: 

• Appropriate insurance cover for all of its activities. 

• Clear lines of communication between committee members on health & safety matters  

• A risk assessment process and a related action plan  

• An incident log 



 

• Appropriate communication with members and other allotment holders on health and 

safety matters1  

Risk Assessment Process 

An annual risk assessment will be undertaken to assess the hazards and related risks using 

the template attached at Annex 1.  

Following the review of the annual risk assessment an action plan will be formulated to 

address any significant risks.  

References  

https://exeter.gov.uk/media/5435/allotment-rules-2020-21.pdf 

 

 
1 It should be noted that not all allotment plot-holders are TAGS members and communication will be via the 
site managers.  

https://exeter.gov.uk/media/5435/allotment-rules-2020-21.pdf

