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WELCOME

• Whether you are a regular or a new competitor, visitor or volunteer at our
show, you are most welcome.

• You need not be a member of Topsham Allotments and Gardens Society
(TAGS) to compete. The Show is open to TAGS and Topsham Flower
Club members, Topsham Allotment Holders and residents of Topsham
and the surrounding area.

• Some of you will notice a few changes from last year, particularly
regarding Plant-based arrangements and Home Baking. We also have
classes for children.

• Only for those who want to, we are trialling taking entries by email. Our
usual paper-based system will be just the same as before.

• The Show would not happen without more than forty volunteers,
including the judges, each of whom plays a vital role whether it be small
or large, before, after or on the day. We are most grateful to them. Do
contact a Show Committee member or email me if you would like to be
involved.

• Other ways to be involved include providing home-made cakes for our
ever very popular Refreshments Stall or donating a raffle prize or some
home-grown produce.

• We do hope you enjoy the Show. If you have any suggestions for how
we can improve or try fresh ideas do let us know.

Rosie Hanvey, Show Secretary
Email: tagsshow2@gmail.com

HOW TO ENTER

Programmes and entry forms are available from:
• Topsham Bookshop, 27 Fore Street, Topsham
• Nancy Potter House, Nelson Close, Topsham
• The Trading Hut, Butts Park Allotments, Elm Grove Road, Topsham
• Or online at topshamags.co.uk/show

There is no entry fee.
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DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES

Poetry Midday on Monday, 3rd August 2026
Photography Midday on Monday, 3rd August 2026
All other entries Midday on Wednesday, 19th August 2026

Please return completed forms to
• Topsham Bookshop, 27 Fore Street, Topsham
• Nancy Potter House, Nelson Close, Topsham
• Or email completed forms to: tagsshow2@gmail.com

TIMINGS ON SHOW DAY – 23RD AUGUST 2026

Set out all entries in the Hall 8.30 – 10.00
Matthews Hall closed for judging 10.30 – 2.00
Show open to the public 2.00
Prize giving 3.30
Raffle drawn 4.00
End of Show 4.30
Removal of exhibits 4.30
Produce stall closes 4.45

DONATIONS OF CAKES FOR REFRESHMENTS STALL

Your home-baked goods will be very welcome at the tea & cake stall. You can
bring them to the stall in the Matthews Hall garden by 12 noon on Show Day.
Please don’t pre-cut your donated cake into slices, our volunteers will take
care of that at the Show. Also, please list the ingredients and label any plates and
cake covers with your name and phone number.

DONATIONS OF PRODUCE

We welcome donations of any home-grown fruit, vegetables, flowers, plants you
and gardening equipment (not plastic pots) that you can spare. They may be left
in a designated box outside the Trading Hut on the Saturday before the Show and
before 11.00am on Show Day or brought directly to the produce stall in the
grounds of Matthews Hall between 9.00am and 2.00pm.
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TRADING HUT

Topsham Allotments and Gardens Society operates a Trading Hut on Butts Park
allotments site. The usual opening hours are 10.30 - 11.30am on Saturdays and
Sundays. The Hut stocks a range of composts, manure and fertilisers together
with other sundry items (e.g. netting, ground cover, protective fleece). Stock is
bought wholesale where possible and sold to TAGS members at discounted
prices. Also, pop in for a chat or some growing advice!
The Hut Secretary can be contacted by email at tagstradinghut@gmail.com.

PRIZES

Points will be awarded as follows:

1st prize 2nd prize 3rd prize Highly commended
8 points 6 points 4 points 2 points

Prize certificates will be placed with each exhibit and the winners of the
photography and poetry classes will be announced at the Show.

TROPHIES
⚘ The Leger Cup for Best Tomatoes
⚘ The John Longley Goblet for Best Potatoes
⚘ The Burrows Cup for Best Beans
⚘ The Stephenson Cup for Best Onions
⚘ The Mclarin Trophy for Best Cucurbits
⚘ The Van Oppen Cup for Best in Vegetable Classes
⚘ The Thompson Cup for Best Dahlia
⚘ The Parsons Cup for Best Rose
⚘ The Heptinstall Cup for Best Pot Plant
⚘ The Daphne Burdick Cup for Best in Flower Arrangement
⚘ The Bragg Cup for Best in Preserves
⚘ The Nick Booth Trophy for Best in Baking
⚘ The Thomas Salver for Best in Fruit Classes
⚘ The Vernon Cup for Best in Flowers
⚘ The Marjorie Mclarin Trophy for Best in Photography Classes
⚘ The Quill for Best in Poetry
⚘ The Star for Best in Each Age Group in Children’s Class
⚘ The Association Cup for Champion of the Show
⚘ The RHS Banksian Medal for Outstanding Achievement
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SHOW RULES

1. The Show is open to TAGS members, Topsham Flower Club, Topsham
Allotment Holders, and residents of Topsham and the surrounding area.

2. An exhibitor may enter a maximum of two exhibits per Class.
3. Late entries of exhibits will not be accepted.
4. The Show Committee reserves the right to accept/refuse an entry.
5. Prizes may not be awarded to exhibits considered to be below standard.
6. Exhibits must have been grown in the exhibitor’s own garden or allotment

for at least 2 months before the Show (except in the case of fast-growing
plants such as radish). Pot plants must have been in the
possession of the exhibitor for at least 2 months prior to the Show.

7. All exhibits must be collected by 4.30pm on Show Day . Exhibits left after
this time will be disposed of at the discretion of the Show Committee.

8. The decision of the judges is final; entries are accepted on this
understanding. Any queries exhibitors may have concerning the results
must be made directly to the Show Secretary before 3.00pm on Show
Day.

9. The Stewards will do their best to take care of exhibits, but do not accept
responsibility for loss/damage arising from any cause whatsoever.

10. Photographs must have been taken on or after 20th August 2025.
11. By participating in the photography classes you are agreeing that your

photos can be displayed publicly.
12. By participating in the poetry class you are agreeing that your poem(s)

can be published, including on the various town websites and social
media channels.

13. To enter a Children’s Class the competitor must be 12 years old or under
on 1st September 2026. There will be three age groups in each class:
0 – 5, 6 – 9, 10 – 12.

14. The signed Entry Form shall be deemed to be an acceptance by the
exhibitors of all the rules.

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND GENERAL GUIDANCE

Please read all the rules and advice carefully. For more information see the RHS
Horticultural Show Handbook, 8th Edition, revised 2016. It gives detailed advice
on how to select and prepare vegetables, fruit and flowers for showing. Copies of
the Handbook are available for reference at Topsham Library and the Topsham
Butts Park Trading Hut (see page 2).
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Appearance of your exhibits

To assess the relative merits of fruit and vegetables, the Judges will look for good
condition, uniformity, size and colour. Exhibits should be fresh, unblemished by
pests/diseases, of good colour typical of the cultivar and clean as appropriate.

If you do clean and prepare your exhibit, do so as gently as possible. Highly
polished exhibits will be seen as ‘unnatural’ and exhibits with skins rubbed off will
be marked down. Whilst roots should be carefully washed, oil or similar
substances must not be used.

Under the class guidance you will see that you need to leave the stalks and
calyces on certain items. This can show that they were grown by you and not
bought in a shop. Where it states, ‘bloom intact’, this means you should be
especially careful when picking the vegetables or fruit not to touch the skin or outer
leaves but rather to hold them by the stalk when handling.

Presentation on Plates

Fruit and vegetables are to be displayed on 7” or 10” plates which will be provided
for you, together with an individual entry slip for each entry. The slip must be
placed on the plate with the exhibit. Attractive presentation will be taken into
account by the Judges, especially if there is a close competition.

Cultivar Information

Judges like to see the name of the type/cultivar, if known. You can write this on
your entry slip placed next to the exhibit. Incorrect naming will not lead to
disqualification.

Entry Form

When completing the entry form, indicate the number of entries (1 or 2) in the last
column. Please refer to the specific details for each class as set out in the sections
below. Pay particular attention to the number of exhibits required as well as the
method of display. Two copies of the Entry Form are included with the printed
Programme so that you can keep one copy to refer to on Show Day.
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SECTION 1 – PLANT BASED ARRANGEMENTS

Flower and Plant Arrangements: An arrangement is composed of natural plant
material with or without accessories. In all exhibits natural plant material should
predominate. Flowers and foliage used in this section may come from any source.
Artificial plant material is not allowed. The overall arrangement must fit the
measurements specified. Don’t let stray twigs stick out beyond the dimensions!

Class
No.
101 MINIATURE FLOWER ARRANGEMENT, in a container of your

choice, 100mm x 100 mm x 100mm.
102 PLANT BASED ARRANGEMENT: INSPIRED BY TOPSHAM AND

ITS SETTING. May contain any plants e.g. flowers, fruit, vegetables.
Maximum 500 x 500mm, height unlimited.

103 FLOWER ARRANGEMENT:  THIS GREEN & PLEASANT LAND.
Max 500 mm x 500 mm, height unlimited.

104 CHILDREN’S CLASS: A PLANT CHARACTER OR CREATURE.
Can be made using vegetables, fruit and/or flowers. Children 12
years old and under on 1 September 2026.

SECTION 2 – VEGETABLES AND HERBS

201 TRUSS OF TOMATOES, at least one third fully ripe with no fruits
missing. Single or double trusses are acceptable.

202 CHERRY TOMATOES, 5 examples not exceeding 35mm dia. with
fresh calyces attached.

203 MEDIUM TOMATOES, 5 examples not exceeding 75mm dia. with
fresh calyces attached.

204 SWEET PEPPERS, 3 examples with stalk attached.
205 HOT CHILLI PEPPERS, 6 examples with stalk attached.
206 VEGETABLE TRAY, 5 varieties of any vegetable, 3 examples of

each, presented in a 450 x 600mm tray. Tray provided at the Show.
207 WHITE POTATOES, 4 examples of uniform shape, completely white,

no colour at all, 200-250g each.
208 COLOURED POTATOES, 4 examples, uniform shape, 200-250g

each.
209 SALAD POTATOES, 4 examples, uniform shape.
210 POTATO, largest individual by weight.
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211 BEETROOT, 3 cylindrical or long examples, with leaves removed and
not more than 75mm of leaf stalk remaining and a single tap root.
Cylindrical beetroot should be approx. 150mm long, globe beetroot
60-75mm in diameter.

212 DWARF OR CLIMBING FRENCH BEANS, 5 examples, cut from the
vine with some stalk remaining. Pods to be straight with no outward
sign of seeds, of even length and uniform tails.

213 RUNNER BEANS, 5 examples, cut from the vine with some stalk
remaining. Beans to be long, straight and with no outward sign of
seeds.

214 CLIMBING BEANS OTHER THAN RUNNER, 5 examples, cut from
the vine with some stalk remaining. Pods to be uniform, well filled and
displaying colour according to the cultivar.

215 BEAN, longest pod as measured by the judge.
216 PEAS, 9 pods with bloom intact and well filled. Mangetout or sugar

snap peas should not be overdeveloped.
217 RED ONIONS, 5 examples grown from seed or sets, tied or whipped

with natural coloured string or raffia.
218 WHITE ONIONS, 5 examples grown from seed or sets, tied or

whipped with natural coloured string or raffia.
219 SHALLOTS, 6 examples, staged as separate bulbs grown from seed

or sets, tied or whipped with natural coloured string or raffia.
220 GARLIC, 3 examples grown from seed or sets, tied or whipped with

natural coloured string or raffia.
221 CULINARY MARROW, 2 examples less than 350mm long or less

than 500mm circumference for round cultivars.
222 EDIBLE SQUASH OR PUMPKIN, 1 example of any colour, ripe with

stalk attached.
223 COURGETTES, 3 examples, preferably with flowers, approx. 150mm

long and 25-30mm in diameter. Round cultivars should be approx.
75mm in diameter.

224 INDOOR CUCUMBERS, 2 examples with short handles.
225 OUTDOOR CUCUMBERS, 2 examples with short handles.
226 LONG CARROTS, 3 examples with leaves removed and not more

than 75mm of leaf stalk remaining.
227 OTHER CARROTS, stump rooted variety, 3 examples with leaves

removed and not more than 75mm of leaf stalk remaining.
228 CABBAGE, 1 example with bloom intact and approx. 75 mm of stalk.
229 SWEETCORN, 1 example with fresh green husks – not peeled.
230 CULINARY HERBS, 4 varieties, 2 sprigs of each, presented in clear

glass with a stable base. Culinary herbs should have no flowers.
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SECTION 3 – FRUIT

Ripeness: Apples, gooseberries, medlars, pears and quinces may be shown
either ripe or unripe and all other fruits should be ripe, unless specified. Over-
ripeness is considered as a defect.

301 RHUBARB, 3 stalks with leaf blades trimmed back to 75mm. approx.
Tie the stalks together with natural coloured raffia or light brown string.

302 EATING APPLES, 4 examples with stalks intact and 60-80mm in
diameter unless the cultivar is naturally small or large.

303 BLACKBERRIES, 12 examples with stalks and fresh calyces.
304 DESSERT PEARS, 4 examples with stalks intact.
305 PLUMS, 4 examples with stalks and bloom intact.
306 SOFT FRUIT, 6 stems or 6 fruit (excludes blackberries) with bloom

intact and/or fresh calyces and stalks depending on the cultivar.
307 SELECTION OF 4 DIFFERENT FRUITS, any fruit with fresh calyces

and stalk, depending on the cultivar.

SECTION 4 – CUT FLOWERS AND POT PLANTS

Presentation and appearance: All flowers and plants should be in peak
condition. Cut flowers must be staged in water or oasis type material and
presented in clear glass containers with a stable base. Flowers should be uniform
in age, size and form where groups of the same type are exhibited. Pot plants to
be presented in containers which must be not more than 200mm in diameter and
the spread should be limited to 400mm.

401 POMPOM DAHLIAS, 5 blooms, maximum 50mm diameter.
402 CACTUS DAHLIAS, 5 blooms.
403 OTHER DAHLIAS, 5 blooms of the same type.
404 MIXED VARIETY ANNUALS, max. 460mm overall diameter.
405 MIXED VARIETY PERENNIALS, max. 460mm overall diameter.
406 SPECIMEN ROSE, 1 bloom, i.e. one open flower.
407 FLORIBUNDA ROSES, 3 stems of the same type.
408 SWEET PEAS, 6 stems.
409 GLADIOLI, 3 stems.
410 CROCOSMIA, 6 stems.
411 SUNFLOWER, 1 stem.
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412 FRESH HYDRANGEAS, 1 stem presented in clear glass with a stable
base so that it does not topple over.

413 BUDDLEIA, the longest living spike as measured by the Judge.
414 FLOWERING POT PLANT, includes orchid in a pot, to be presented

in containers not more than 200mm diameter with the spread limited
to 400mm.

415 FOLIAGE POT PLANT, to be presented in containers not more than
200mm diameter with the spread limited to 400mm. Pot plants not to
be oversized.

416 SUCCULENT, to be presented in containers not more than 200mm
diameter with the spread limited to 400mm.

SECTION 5 – BAKING AND HOME PRODUCE

Baking exhibits to be displayed on your own plate and covered in cling film (or
similar) if possible or a transparent cover. The plate should be no larger than
26mm diameter.

Homemade preserve containers to be clear glass without trademarks, clean and
correctly sealed. New lids are recommended as used ones may not seal properly.
Jars of preserves to be filled to the top with minimal air. Labels to be on jars, not
on lids, and include date of making. For chutney only, lids to be coated, screw or
snap on; film is not acceptable.

Victoria Sponge Set Recipe
6oz (170g) butter or margarine, 6oz (170g) caster sugar, 3 eggs (size 1 – large),
6oz (170g) self-raising flour, raspberry or strawberry jam. A drop of hot water if
needed, 2 x 7” sponge tins (it will be measured).

Cream the butter and sugar together until pale. In a separate jug beat eggs
together and add a little at a time to the mixture, beating well after each addition.
When the eggs have been incorporated, take a metal spoon (which will cut and
fold much better than a wooden spoon). Sieve the flour and add to the mixture a
little at a time. The mixture should drop off the spoon easily but, if not, add a drop
of hot water.
Divide the mixture between the tins and place on the centre shelf of oven and
cook for 25-30 minutes at 325 F/190C or 170C fan/Gas Mark 5. When completely
cooled, sandwich together with jam and dust the top with a little caster sugar.
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501 CAKE:  VICTORIA SPONGE to set recipe (see above).
502 CAKE: A CAKE FOR A CELEBRATION e.g. a child’s birthday, an

anniversary or event. Provide an explanation on the entry slip
503 THREE MUFFINS, all the same, sweet or savoury, decorated or plain.
504 OPEN FRUIT TART
505 HANDMADE BREAD, 1 loaf of any type, savoury or sweet.
506 CHILDREN’S CLASS: GINGERBREAD-LIKE CHARACTER OR

CREATURE. Need not contain ginger but should be in biscuit format.
507 JAM OR CONSERVE, 1 jar.
508 JELLY, 1 Jar.
509 MARMALADE, 1 jar.
510 CHUTNEY, 1 jar.
511 HOMEMADE TOPSHAM TIPPLE, 1 bottle of wine, any variety, or

cordial, fruit spirit or liqueur (e.g. sloe, damson). To be presented in a
clear glass bottle with a plain white label stating the type of
wine/spirit/liqueur/cordial and the year made. It is especially important
to identify a cordial if this requires dilution to taste.

SECTION 6 – PHOTOGRAPHY

Points will be awarded as for all other classes and there is a trophy for the highest
scoring entrant accumulated over the three categories. However, the points will
not count towards winning the Show Champion Trophy.

Rules and Guidance for Photography Classes

1. Entry forms are available online at topshamags.co.uk/show. Please
complete the form and email it to tagsshow2@gmail.com by midday on
Monday, 3rd August 2026. Then email your photos, one at a time
please, to the same address, heading the email TAGS Show Photo.
[If you also intend to enter fresh produce, you may complete a separate
entry form nearer the 19 August closing date. Just indicate that you have
already entered the photography class(es).]

2. Entries are limited to 2 photos per class per person i.e. a maximum of 6
photos.

3. The images need to be .jpg files and not more than 5 MB file size.
4. If you can’t enter by email and need to print your photos, please write on

the back of each photo your name, contact details and the class number.



Send them to Jan Lawson, 54 Ashford Road, Topsham EX3 0LA with a
completed entry form. Entries will not be returned.

5. Do not include people in your photos as we will not be able to use these.
6. The photos must have been taken on or after 20 August 2025.
7. The photographs will be displayed at the Show and, possibly, on the

various town websites.
8. By participating in the competition you are agreeing that your photos can

be displayed publicly.

601 PHOTOGRAPHY: GARDEN VIEW
602 PHOTOGRAPHY: PLANT PORTRAIT
603 PHOTOGRAPHY: THE WEATHER IN THE GARDEN OR

ALLOTMENT

SECTION 7 - POETRY

Rules and Guidance for Poetry Class:

1. All entries are judged anonymously and the poet’s name must not appear
on the poem itself.

2. Please complete an entry form and email it, with your entry, to
tagsshow2@gmail.com by midday on Monday, 3rd August 2026.

3. If you can’t email your poem(s) please deliver or post them with a
completed entry form to Jan Lawson, 54 Ashford Road, Topsham EX3
0LA by the deadline.

4. Maximum of two poems per entrant.
5. Entries will not be returned.
6. All poems must be in English, have a title and be a minimum of 10 and a

maximum of 40 lines in length (excluding title).
7. Poems must be the entrant’s original work. AI-generated work is

prohibited. Entries must not have been published or made public before
the Show.

8. All entries must be typed or word-processed (font size 14 if possible but
to fit on one side of A4). Poems need to be justified left, not centred.

9. By participating in the competition you are agreeing that your poem can
be published, including on the various town websites and social media
channels.

701 POETRY: COLOUR IN MY GARDEN


